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SUBJECT:  GOI  DISCUSSES  LEBANON  AND  SYRIA  WITH  HOF 

Classified  By:  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  Luis  G.  Moreno,  reason  1.4  (b)  a nd  (d) 

f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY.  On  June  10,  Fred  Hof,  Special  Advisor  for  Regional  Affairs  in  the  office  of  Special  Envoy  Mitchell,  held  a series  of  meetings 


Lebanon  Elections  Hurt  Syria 


T2 . (C)  The  Israeli  officials  said  that  it  is  too  soon  to  tell  what  the  results  of  the  elections  in  Lebanon  will  really  mean.  Nimrod  Barkan  tol 
f3 . (C)  On  the  other  hand,  both  Gilad  and  Barkan  agreed  that  the  elections  were  a blow  to  Syria,  which  was  completely  caught  off-guard  by  the  i 


Hizballah  Still  Planning  to  Avenge  Mughniyah's  Death 

f.4 . (S)  Barkan  emphasized  that  Hizballah  still  plans  on  avenging  the  death  of  Hizballah  operations  chief  Imad  Mughniyah,  and  that  Israel  has  al 


Can  Syria  Separate  Itself  from  Iran? 


f.5 . (C)  Hof  also  held  a meeting  with  senior  MFA  staff,  including  Deputy  Director  General  for  Coordination  (Director  General  Chief  of  Staff)  Ale 
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of  Staff  David  Siegel.  Ushpiz  asked  Hof  if  the  United  States  really  sought  peace  with  Syria  in  the  near  term,  or  if  it  saw  Israeli  engagement  v 
f6 . (C)  Amos  Gilad,  on  the  other  hand,  told  Hof  that  the  GOI  defense  establishment  assesses  that  Syria  may  be  serious  about  removing  itself  fre 
f7 . (S)  Negotiations  with  Syria  may  succeed,  Gilad  said,  because  Iran  was  a marriage  of  convenience  for  Syria.  He  believes  Syria  would  much  rat 
f.8 . (C)  While  Syria  may  want  peace,  Gilad  cautioned  that  it  may  be  impossible  for  Syria  to  extricate  itself  from  Iran  and  Hizballah,  even  if  it 


Hof:  Small  Steps  Needed  Towards  Talks  with  Lebanon 


f9 . (C)  Turning  to  the  prospects  for  moving  toward  peace  with  Lebanon,  Barkan  and  Gilad  separately  told  Hof  that  the  GOI  had  examined  the  quest 
.5.10.  (C)  Hof  suggested  an  incremental  strategy  for  Lebanon,  expanding  existing,  low-level  mil-mil  trilateral  contacts  with  UNIFIL  gradually  unt 
.5.11.  (C)  Gilad,  Barkan,  and  the  senior  MFA  officials  separately  told  Hof  that  Israel  was  ready  to  move  forward  with  resolving  the  issue  of  the 
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.5.12.  (C)  On  Sheba 'a  Farms,  all  the  GOI  officials  separately  repeated  the  long-standing  position  that  Sheba 'a  must  be  resolved  in  the  context  of 
.5.13.  (U)  Fred  Hof  has  cleared  this  message. 
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